[Presence of cross-reacting thymus and brain antigens in the cerebral cortex].
Rabbit antisera against antigens of mouse, rabbit, guinea pig and human whole brain cross-reacted in the cytotoxic test with the lymphocytes of the thymus, lymph nodes and the spleen of these animal species. Mouse thymocytes were most sensitive to the antibrain sera (cytotoxic index -- 63--100 per cent); cells from other mouse lymphoid organs and lymphocytes of rabbit, guinea pig and man were more resistant. Bone marrow lymphocytes were not damaged by any of these sera. The antigens which induced the cytotoxic properties of the sera were found only in the human cerebral cortex, but not in the white matter of the brain stem.